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a unanimous conclusion has been reached, should receive careful and painstaking 
attention before being accepted as settled. 



New Linguistic and Theological Journals. — There will be found elsewhere an- 
nouncements of two new Oriental journals, Liter atur-Blatt fuer Orientalische Phil- 
ologie, edited by Prof. Dr. Ernst Kuhn in Muenchen, and Zeitschri/t fuer Keilschrift- 
forschung und verwandte Gediete, edited by Carl Bezold and Fritz Hommel with 
the assistance of A. Amiaud and E. Barbelon in Paris, G. Lyon in Cambridge, 
Mass., and Theo. G. Pinches in London. The aim of the editors is, in both cases, 
a most commendable one. It is greatly to be desired that they shall receive the 
hearty support of all who are either directly or indirectly interested in such work. 
There has also recently appeared in Holland a new theological journal, which will 
be managed in the interests of conservative theology, as opposed to the Theo. 
Tijdschrift. There is certainly a field for this journal. " Dutch" and " Rational- 
istic," so far as criticism is concerned, have come to be almost synonomous terms. 
May we not now hope for something better from Holland? 
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[All publications received, which relate directly or indirectly to the Old Testament, will be promptly 
noticed under this head. Attention will not be confined to new books ; but notices will be given, so far as 
possible, of such old books, in this department of study, as may be of general interest to pastors and 
students.] 



A COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS.* 



This commentary, based upon one issued some years ago by the same author, is 
intended, as the title-page indicates, for students of Hebrew, and for clergymen. 
The writer emphasizes the theology of the Psalms. He is not one of those who see 
Christ in every verse, nor does he on the other hand fail altogether to find a Mes- 
sianic element. He wisely takes a middle ground. The principle underlying his 
work is, in his own words: "A desire to elicit what may be termed the natural sense 
of a Psalm, such as with' reference to the circumstances under which it was writ- 
ten, so far as they can be ascertained, seems most probable, and with that sense 
to remain content." In determining whether or not a given Psalm is Messianic, 
the writer depends upon four sources of information : (1) the testimony of the 
Jewish Church ; (2) that of the Christian Church ; (3) that of the New Testament; 
(4) the internal evidence of the Psalm itself. Of these the last is regarded as the 
most important. In speaking of the various aids of which he has made use, he 
mentions particularly the assistance derived from the cognate languages. On this 
point he remarks : "It is well known that there is a great number of words in the 
Hebrew of the Old Testament, which occur only once, and that there are many 
others which are met with only twice or three times. How is the sense of such 
words to be determined? To find out the meaning of a word, it is necessary to 
refer it to a root, and if that root does not exist in Hebrew, there remains only the 



* A Commentary on the Psalms. By George Phillips, D. D., President Queens College, Cam- 
bridge, 1872. London: F. Norgate. U.S.: Old Testament Book Exchange, Morgan Park, 111. 2 vols. 
8vo., pp. 410, 450; Price $6.00. 
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alternative to search for it in a cognate dialect. An ancient version may in some 
cases suggest one ; but then we must go to the dialect and examine the root, in 
order to ascertain that the suggestion is satisfactory. The cognate dialect in these 
cases must be the final resource." 

The Introduction contains well-written statements on (1) The authors and 
numbers of the Psalms, and the division of them into books ; (2) the character of 
Hebrew Poetry ; (3) the titles of the Psalms. The treatment of each Psalm in- 
cludes (1) a brief introduction, and (2) critical notes. In explaining the plural of 
ItJ'K) the first word of the first Psalm, "as emphatic, as if the Psalmist desired to 
have it implied that the man who separates himself from the wicked in the way 
described in this verse would be blessed with happiness from every source from 
which it could be derived " the writer probably places too much stress upon an 
expression which had already come to have merely an interjectional force. Des- 
pite his learned arguments touching HJO (Ps. xxn., 17), it would seem prefera- 
ble to take it as it stands, like a lion ; it is, to say the least, difficult to assume a 
root which does not exist, give this root a meaning which it would not have if it 
did exist, and accept as derived from this root, a form which cannot by any exist- 
ing laws of Hebrew Grammar be legitimately connected with such a root. There 
is much in the volumes to interest and benefit the Hebrew student. Because of 
the large size of the type used, much has necessarily been omitted ; and although, 
in general, the style is condensed, the author allows himself to use many unneces- 
sary expressions. The work is a good one, but not so good as that of Perowne. 



A HISTORY OF JESUS, THE NAZARITE.* 



This is written in Hebrew. The text, however, is unpointed. The book is in- 
tended to present in all its simplicity, the story of the Messiah. It has been pre- 
pared, of course, for Jewish readers. The language employed is Biblical, and not 
rabbinical. Aside from the purpose for which it was designed by the author, Alex. 
Meyrowitz, LL. D. (200 East 39th St., New York) we can see how it might serve 
as an exceedingly interesting reading-book to those who may be interested in the 
study of the language. 



HOME-LIFE IN THE BIBLE, t 



This is a book for the family, although the student may derive from it much 
that is fresh and suggestive. The style of the author is, indeed, beautiful, and 
the judgment exhibited in the selection of materials, excellent. The field is very 
thoroughly covered. Habitations and Homes; Furniture and Utensils; Mar- 
riage, Widowhood, and Divorce; Children: their training and Schooling; the 
higher Education ; Employments and Servants ; Larder, Kitchen and Table ; 
Dress and Ornaments ; The Toilet and the Bath ; Domestic and Public Worship ; 

nyms man 'iu nty^ im rnaSaji vn <n< nnip H5WH JAB* nn'Tlfi *")£)D* 
:v«a p'N mo nnrrn? rnyunn Sptso D'Sipt? vbvmt .-Dntsoan 

t Home-life In the Bible. By Henrietta Lee Palmer, author of "The Stratford Gallery:" edit- 
ed by John Williamson Palmer. Two hundred and twenty Illustrations. Boston: James R. Os- 
good and Company. 1881. Larg-e 8vo, pp. 428. Price, $3.00. 



